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STUDY DAYS AND LIBRARIES.
                     

Dr . Mar t in McClint on
Vice Provost , Academ ic Af fairs

Today is one of the two study 
days in the Fall semester.  
There are no study days in the 
Spring semesters, so you 
might be wondering why?  No 
?long story short? here, and 
there might even be some 
math. A Semester Credit hour 
is defined as fifteen 
50-minutes lecture classes, or 
750 minutes; a three-credit 
class is 2250 minutes in a 
semester.  To obtain the start 
and end times of classes, the 

2250 minutes are divided by 
the typical number of class 
sessions in the semester and 
rounded up to the nearest five 
minutes.  I say typical because 
sometime a holiday reduces 
the number of class sessions.  
This results in the 1 hour 20 
minutes twice a week schedule 
for most 3 credit classes 
because the Fall and Spring 
semesters are schedule with 
14 weeks of lecture and a 
finals week.  And now we come 

to why the Study Days: the Fall 
semester has more holidays 
than the Spring ? Labor Day on 
a Monday; Thanksgiving on 
Thursday and Friday; Veterans 
day moves with the calendar 
as is commemorates the end 
of World War I on November 
11. Those who teach know that 
the attendance on the day 
before Thanksgiving is often 
poor and a recommendation 
came forward to make this day 
a Study Day rather than a Class 



Day,  that would allow faculty to 
meet with their students as 
needed.  The problem is that we 
now have four days ? a Monday, 
a Wednesday, a Thursday and a 
Friday ? when classes are not 
held, and a fifth day of 'no 
classes' because of Veteran?s 
Day.  If Veterans Day is on a 
Tuesday, all works out well: the 
Monday-Wednesday (MW) 
classes have the same number 
of sessions as the 
Tuesday-Thursday (TR) ones.  
But if Veterans Day is on any 
other day of the week, the TR 
classes will have one, often two 
more class sessions.  If you are 
teaching both MW and TR 
classes, you will notice the 
imbalance in the number of 
class periods, especially when 
there are two more TR classes.  
So let?s ban all holidays to make 
things balance!  Emm, probably 

not my best idea.  
A better one is to 
balance out the 
number of TR 
class by adding a 
Study Day on a 
Tuesday  .The 
question is which 
one?  If it was in 
the week of 
Thanksgiving, I 
predict student 
attendance for 
the Monday class would be 
poor, and with finals coming up 
shortly after Thanksgiving, 
having a class period on the 
Tuesday of Thanksgiving week 
can keep the class momentum 
moving forward.  So let?s move 
Thanksgiving to the middle of 
our semester like Spring Break 
and have the whole week off ? 
another of my ?brilliant? ideas 
that I predict will not gain any 

traction.   And so the day after 
Labor day seems to fit best; it is 
less of a random Tuesday since 
it is anchored to a Monday 
holiday and after two weeks of 
class you might be able to 
provide interventions with 
students who are already 
showing signs of being in 
"academic jeopardy." There will 
still be semesters where MW 
and TR classes have a different 
number of sessions as Veterans 

Page 2



Day progresses through the 
week, but there is no easy 
solution to that. Spring 
semester is easier with the 
Monday of for Martin Luther 
King Day which can often be 
fixed by adding a Monday on 
to the end of the semester, 
thereby starting Final Week on 
a Tuesday; ?often fixed? 
because we sometimes have to 
start the Spring semester 
midweek, but to explain the 
reason for that would make it 
an even longer story.  And so, 
today is a Study Day.  If you 
actually read all this and find it 
interesting, the Calendar 
Committee, which meets a few 
times a year to contemplate 
and recommend the semester 
dates, might be for you!

Getting back to the Spirit of 
Connect, Collaborate and 

Innovate, I had asked Dr. 
Hodges, Director of Library 
Services to give an update on 
how the libraries have 
innovated over the last year 
and a half.  He writes:

The past year presented us 
with challenges we had not 
seen for more than a century, 
and in reflecting on events 
over the past year I am 
reminded of Clayton 
Christensen?s business 
research into Disruptive 
Innovation. Christensen 
believed within every industry 
there are creative ideas that, 
given the opportunity, will rise 
to the top and overtake an 
existing product or 
established way of doing 
something. Meaning that 
within every challenge comes 

the opportunity for a creative 
solution.  FSW Libraries 
responded to these challenges 
by embracing creative 
concepts and ideas that 
expand student access to the 
materials and services that 
ensure success.

In the midst of the pandemic 

Page 3

The New Library Websit e



Page 4

FSW Libraries discovered, along 
with other academic libraries 
in Florida, that some of the 
innovative concepts developed 
during the pandemic proved 
more supportive of student 
success than pre-pandemic 
ways of doing things  .I would 
like to discuss three of those 
innovation in this week?s 
newsletter: the library?s web 
page (as seen on the previous 
page), development of 
eReserves, and enhanced 
reference services.

New Website

The pandemic world of higher 
education meant that every 
aspect of communicating with 
students was and continues to 
be for many of us, virtual. And 
in this virtual world we needed 

a website that was clear, 
concise, and very user friendly. 
The new webpages are just that 
by offering users multiple ways 
to access many of the library?s 
features.

eReserves

The library?s newest resource is 
our eReserves. During the 
pandemic, as campuses closed 
and classes moved online, FSW 
Libraries suspended the 
loaning of physical course 
reserves. This included print 
books, pamphlets, anatomy 
models, and other materials. 
Over the past year a number of 
university and college libraries 
throughout Florida and the rest 
of the country struggled to 
come up with ways of making, 
at least print materials, 

available for students online. 
Through a lot of work by many 
talented people across the 
state it was determined that if 
a library owns (or possesses) a 
copy of a book, that with 
special stipulations, the library 
can offer students a scanned 
PDF version online.The 
stipulations is a ?one-for-one 
checkout?, meaning that for 
every physical copy the library 
holds, the library is able to 
checkout a scanned PDF copy. 
This is commonly referred to as 
Controlled Digital Lending or 
CDL.

FSW Libraries embraced CDL as 
a way of providing course 
reserve materials, because not 
only does this provide access to 
students attending face-to-face 
classes, but for the first time 
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ever, distance, online, and 
dual enrollment students 
taking classes at our regions 
high school will now have 
access to the same reserve 
materials as their fellow 
face-to-face colleagues. Here 
is how it works! 

On the library's webpage 
the student clicks 
eReserves. There are two 
locations. One in the 
dropdown menu for 
Materials & Borrowing 
and the other is an icon 
under Quick Links. 

The 

MyDocs 

App Icon 
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The user is then taken to 
the eReserves page. 
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The user can scroll down 
and choose the assigned 
book. After clicking on the 
book they will be 
prompted to either open 
the book in the MyDocs 
PDF reader or download 
the opp. 

-1trt-·s how to downJo.adl MyDocst 

The MyDocs opp is available 
for download through the 
Apple Store, Microsoft Store, 
and Google Play Store. The 
opp has been added to all 
FSW Library computers. 
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Enhanced Reference 
Services:

The closing of the physical 
library in March 2020 
prompted FSW Libraries to 
reconsider how it delivers 
reference/research services. 
Throughout Florida academic 
libraries the use of online 
chat was already in place and 
had experienced consistent 
use. The pandemic meant 

that all reference services had 
to move online, or virtual, 
and in response to this 
challenge FSW Librarians 
developed systems by which 
students could email, chat, or 
Zoom to get the assistance 
they needed to continue 
being successful in their 
course work.

Further, as we begin to move 
beyond the pandemic 

shutdown and see more 
ground classes and 
face-to-face reference 
services, FSW Libraries find 
themselves being innovative 
again. For the Rush Library 
on the Lee Campus, we have 
adopted a concierge type 
model of reference known as 
?single desk.? This means, 
that when a student enters 
the library, they do not see 
multiple service points 
(circulation desk, reference 
desk), instead they have one 
point of contact: the main 
circulation desk. When a 
student approaches the desk 
and indicates they need help 
researching a paper, they are 
directed to a librarian?s office 
who will provide the 
one-on-one guidance they 

By using the app students can then click on the book, check 
it out and begin reading no matter where they are, and not 
matter what time of day or night!
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need; of course, we continue 
to provide the virtual 24/ 7 
chat services for all 
students.

Back t o m e: t o w rap up t he 
CCI updat e, I hope t hat  
t oday proves useful t o you 
and your  st udent s.Perhaps 
you w il l  get  a l i t t le t im e t o 
explore t he services t he 
l ibrary provides and 
int egrat e t hem  int o your  
classes.

https://www.fsw.edu/report
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